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Introductions
• Megan Rusciano,  JD

• Co-Manag ing  A t to rney ,  Deve lopmenta l  D isab i l i t i es ,  
Hea l th  Care ,  and  V ic t ims  o f  Cr ime Ac t  Un i t

• D isab i l i t y  R igh ts  Mary land
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Overview
• I .  What  is  D isab i l i t y  R ights  Mary land (DRM)?
• I I .  How does Disab i l i t y  R ights  Mary land suppor t  peop le  
wi th  d isab i l i t ies?

• I I I .  What  k inds o f  serv ices does Disab i l i t y  R ights  Mary land 
prov ide?

• IV .  How has Disab i l i t y  R ights  Mary land been advocat ing  fo r  
peop le  wi th  d isab i l i t ies  dur ing  the  COVID-19 pandemic? 

• V.  Quest ions
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I .  W hat  i s  D isab i l i t y  R igh ts  Mar y land?
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What is Disability Rights Maryland
• Disabi l i ty  Rights Mary land (DRM) is  a  non-prof i t  
501(c)(3)  legal  advocacy organizat ion,  is  Mary land’s 
designated Protect ion and Advocacy agency,  mandated 
to  advance the c iv i l  r ights of  people wi th  d isabi l i t ies.
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What is Disability Rights Maryland?
• Pro tec t ion  & Advocacy agenc ies  (P&As)  were  f i rs t  
au thor ized by  the  DD Act  o f  1974 in  response to  abuse and 
neg lec t  in  ins t i tu t ions fo r  peop le  wi th  in te l lec tua l  and 
deve lopmenta l  d isab i l i t ies  ( I /DD) .

• Each s ta te  has a  P&A agency des ignated by  federa l  and 
s ta te  law.  

• DRM is  not  par t  o f  the  Mary land s ta te  government .  
• We rece ive  fund ing f rom d i f fe rent  sources inc lud ing,  but  
no t  l imi ted  to ,  the  federa l  government  and the  Mary land 
Lega l  Serv ices Corpora t ion .

1500 Union Avenue, Suite 2000, Baltimore MD 21211
www.DisabilityRightsMD.org 

05



What is Disability Rights Maryland?
• DRM prov ides  f ree  lega l  se rv i ces  to  Mary landers  o f  any  age  w i th  

a l l  t ypes  o f  d i sab i l i t i es  (deve lopmenta l ,  i n te l l ec tua l ,  psych ia t r i c ,  
phys ica l ,  sensory ,  l ea rn ing ,  t raumat i c  b ra in  in ju ry ) ,  who  l i ve  in  
fac i l i t i es  in  the  commun i ty  o r  who  a re  home less .  
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What is Disabil i ty Rights Maryland? .  
• D R M  h a s  s e v e r a l  u n i t s  i n c l u d i n g :

• M e n t a l  H e a l t h
• D e v e l o p m e n t a l  D i s a b i l i t i e s
• H e a l t h  C a r e
• V i c t i m s  o f  C r i m e
• A s s i s t i v e  T e c h n o l o g y
• T r a u m a t i c  B r a i n  I n j u r y  
• E d u c a t i o n
• C i v i l  R i g h t s  &  C o m m u n i t y  I n c l u s i o n
• V o t i n g  R i g h t s
• A d v o c a c y  f o r  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  B e n e f i c i a r i e s   
• R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P a y e e
• P r o  B o n o
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What is Disability Rights Maryland?
• DRM envis ions a wor ld  where people wi th  d isabi l i t ies are 
fu l ly  inc luded in  the workplace,  ne ighborhoods and a l l  
aspects of  communi ty  l i fe .   We help people wi th  
d isabi l i t ies pursue oppor tuni t ies to  par t ic ipate fu l ly  in  a l l  
aspects of  communi ty  l i fe ,  and champion the i r  r ights to  
se l f -determinat ion,  d ign i ty ,  equal i ty ,  oppor tuni ty ,  and 
f reedom from discr iminat ion and harm
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I I .  H o w  d o e s  D i s a b i l i t y  R i g h t s  M a r y l a n d  
s u p p o r t  p e o p l e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s ?    
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How do we support people with 
disabilities? 

• Pursue lega l ,  admin is t ra t ive ,  and o ther  appropr ia te  
remedies  fo r  persons wi th  d isab i l i t ies  under  app l icab le  
federa l ,  s ta te ,  and loca l  laws.

• Invest iga te  repor ts  o f  abuse and neg lec t  and seeks 
sys temic  change to  prevent  fu r ther  inc idents

• Promote  fu l l  access to  inc lus ive  educat iona l  p rograms,  
f inanc ia l  en t i t lement  programs,  hea l th  and menta l -hea l th  
care ,  access ib le ,  and product ive  employment  
oppor tun i t ies .

1500 Union Avenue, Suite 2000, Baltimore MD 21211
www.DisabilityRightsMD.org 

10



Using an array of  advocacy strategies
• M o n i t o r  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  s t a t e  f a c i l i t i e s
• C o n d u c t  a b u s e  a n d  n e g l e c t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s
• P r o v i d e  t r a i n i n g ,  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  a n d  g u i d a n c e
• C o n d u c t  o u t r e a c h  a n d  r i g h t s  t r a i n i n g
• P r o v i d e  s h o r t - t e r m  a s s i s t a n c e  
• P r o v i d e  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  g r o u p  l e g a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  
• C o l l a b o r a t e  a n d  p a r t n e r  w i t h  a d v o c a c y  g r o u p s  o n  t a s k  f o r c e s ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  

c o m m i t t e e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  g r o u p s
• P r o m o t e  s e l f - a d v o c a c y
• C o n d u c t  l e g i s l a t i v e  a d v o c a c y  b y  p r o v i d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  p o l i c y  m a k e r s .  
• P r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  r e f e r r a l s
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I I I .  W h a t  k i n d s  o f  s e r v i c e s  d o e s  
D i s a b i l i t y  R i g h t s  M a r y l a n d  p r o v i d e ?   
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Examples of  Services:  Developmental  Disabi l i t ies Unit
• Advocate to  prevent  inst i tu t ional izat ion of  persons wi th  

d isabi l i t ies consis tent  wi th  the i r  desi res.  
• Advocate for  systems that  ensure people receive 

serv ices in  the most    in tegrated set t ings,  which suppor t  
the i r  fu l l  inc lus ion in  our  communi t ies.

• Invest igate inc idents of  abuse,  neglect ,  explo i ta t ion 
and/or  death,  inc lud ing people who are v ic t ims of  cr ime,  
in  order  to  prov ide remedy or  prevent  such inc idents,  
and to  improve serv ice del ivery and overs ight .

• Advance the r ights of  people to  make the i r  own 
decis ions and lead l ives of  the i r  own choosing.  
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Examples of  Major Accomplishments Impacting People 
with I /DD 
• Set t lement  agreement in  1994 to  obta in comprehensive 
qual i ty  assurance system for  developmenta l  d isabi l i t ies 
serv ices

• Cessat ion of  prone restra in t  in  DDA serv ices
• Improved due process for  DDA’s Medica id waiver  
par t ic ipants

• Closure of  s ta te inst i tu t ions,  inc lud ing Rosewood
• Access to  cochlear  implants through Mary land Medica id
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E x a m p l e s  o f  S e r v i c e s :  E d u c a t i o n  U n i t
• A d v o c a t e  t o  e l i m i n a t e  s y s t e m i c  b a r r i e r s  t h a t  p r e v e n t  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  

d i s a b i l i t i e s  f r o m  b e i n g  e d u c a t e d  i n  t h e  l e a s t  r e s t r i c t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t .
• P r o t e c t  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  w h o  a r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  

i n a p p r o p r i a t e  s c h o o l  e x c l u s i o n ,  r e s t r a i n t ,  s e c l u s i o n ,  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  
d i s c i p l i n e ,  a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  a r r e s t s  f o r  s c h o o l - r e l a t e d  b e h a v i o r ;  a n d  
a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  p o s i t i v e  b e h a v i o r  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  a n d  e v i d e n c e -
b a s e d  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  

• A d v o c a t e  t o  e l i m i n a t e  b a r r i e r s  t h a t  p r e v e n t  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  
f r o m  g r a d u a t i n g  w i t h  a  h i g h  s c h o o l  d i p l o m a .   

• P r o v i d e  t r a i n i n g  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  d i s s e m i n a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
o n  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s c h o o l  d i s c i p l i n e  r i g h t s  a n d  a d v o c a c y  s k i l l s  t o  
f a m i l i e s ,  o t h e r  a d v o c a t e s  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .

• C o n t i n u e  D R M ’ s  p r o  b o n o  r e f e r r a l  p r o g r a m  f o r  i n d i g e n t  f a m i l i e s  n e e d i n g  
a c c e s s  t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  b y  t r a i n e d  a t t o r n e y s  i n  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  
c a s e s .
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Other examples of our services
• A d v o c a t e  f o r  l i m i t e d  u s e  o f  s e g r e g a t i o n  o r  c e l l  c o n f i n e m e n t  f o r  

i n c a r c e r a t e d  p e r s o n s  w i t h  p s y c h i a t r i c  d i s a b i l i t i e s .
• E d u c a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  a n d  t h o s e  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e i r  

b e h a l f  a b o u t  a c c e s s i n g  t o  c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  M e d i c a i d  s e r v i c e s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  r i g h t s  u p o n  d e n i a l ,  t e r m i n a t i o n ,  o r  r e d u c t i o n  o f  
s e r v i c e s .

• A d v o c a t e  f o r  a s s i s t i v e  t e c h n o l o g y  d e v i c e s  o r  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  
p r o v i d e  e f f e c t i v e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .

• A d v o c a t e  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  a c c e s s i b l e  a n d  a f f o r d a b l e  h o u s i n g  f o r  
p e o p l e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s .

• I n c r e a s e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  p r o c e s s  a n d  p o l l i n g  p l a c e s .
• P r o v i d e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  l e g a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  

S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  r e g a r d i n g  e m p l o y m e n t  b a r r i e r s .
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I I I .  A d v o c a c y  D u r i n g  t h e C O V I D - 1 9  p a n d e m i c  
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Advocacy During the COVID-19 Pandemic
•Advocated for  the state to take act ion to ensure that  
v is i tor  and reasonable accommodat ion pol ic ies were 
adopted by hospi tals and heal th care faci l i t ies across 
the state al lowing disabi l i ty  support  persons to be with 
a pat ient  wi th disabi l i t ies dur ing the pandemic.  
• As a resul t  the Mary land Depar tment  of  Heal th  and the 

Depar tment  of  Disabi l i t ies issued d i rect ives and 
guidance documents,  avai lab le here.  
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https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/Documents/2020.09.24.03_MDOD_MDH_Notice_Access_to_Support_for_Patients_with_Disabilities_in_Health_Care%20Settings%20FAQs.pdf


Advocacy During the COVID-19 Pandemic
•Advocated to ensure any cr is is standards of  care 
pol icy recognized in Maryland does not discr iminate 
against  people with disabi l i t ies.

•Worked with Coal i t ion partners,  to ensure people with 
disabi l i t ies were pr ior i t ized in the f i rst  phases of  
vaccinat ion,  resul t ing in people with I /DD being 
pr ior i t ized in Phase 1B. See here for more informat ion.
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Advocacy During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
• Fi led a federal  lawsuit ,  a longside The Arc of  the 
United States,  and Brown & Barron, LLC on behalf  of  
The Arc Maryland when six Maryland jur isdict ions 
fai led to ident i fy and al low people with I /DD to access 
the COVID-19 vaccine.

• Hold regular “Live Q&A Sessions” to help parents and 
fami l ies understand their  chi ldren’s r ights to special  
educat ion services amid the COVID-19 pandemic.  
See here.
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V.  Quest ions?
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Disabi l i ty  Rights Maryland
In-take

(410) 727 6352
https: / /d isabi l i tyr ightsmd.org/
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