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Introductions
Megan Rusciano, JD

« Co-Managing Attorney, Developmental Disabilities,
Health Care, and Victims of Crime Act Unit

« Disability Rights Maryland
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Overview
*l. What is Disability Rights Maryland (DRM)?

*ll. How does Disability Rights Maryland support people
with disabilities?

*lll. What kinds of services does Disability Rights Maryland
provide?

V. How has Disability Rights Maryland been advocating for
people with disabilities during the COVID-19 pandemic?

*V. Questions
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|l. What is Disability Rights Maryland?
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What is Disability Rights Maryland
*Disability Rights Maryland (DRM) is a non-profit
501(c)(3) legal advocacy organization, is Maryland’s
designated Protection and Advocacy agency, mandated
to advance the civil rights of people with disabilities.
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What is Disability Rights Maryland?

*Protection & Advocacy agencies (P&As) were first
authorized by the DD Act of 1974 in response to abuse and
neglect in institutions for people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities (1/DD).

Each state has a P&A agency designated by federal and
state law.

*DRM is not part of the Maryland state government.

*We receive funding from different sources including, but
not limited to, the federal government and the Maryland
Legal Services Corporation.
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What is Disability Rights Maryland?

*DRM provides free legal services to Marylanders of any age with
all types of disabilities (developmental, intellectual, psychiatric,
physical, sensory, learning, traumatic brain injury), who live in
facilities in the community or who are homeless.
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What is Disability Rights Maryland?.

* DRM has several units including:
- Mental Health
Developmental Disabilities
Health Care
Victims of Crime
Assistive Technology
Traumatic Brain Injury
Education
Civil Rights & Community Inclusion
Voting Rights
Advocacy for Social Security Beneficiaries
Representative Payee
Pro Bono
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What is Disability Rights Maryland?

*DRM envisions a world where people with disabilities are
fully included in the workplace, neighborhoods and all
aspects of community life. We help people with
disabilities pursue opportunities to participate fully in all
aspects of community life, and champion their rights to
self-determination, dignity, equality, opportunity, and
freedom from discrimination and harm
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II. How does Disability Rights Maryland
support people with disabilities?
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How do we support people with
disabilities?
*Pursue legal, administrative, and other appropriate

remedies for persons with disabilities under applicable
federal, state, and local laws.

lnvestigate reports of abuse and neglect and seeks
systemic change to prevent further incidents

*Promote full access to inclusive educational programs,
financial entitlement programs, health and mental-health
care, accessible, and productive employment
opportunities.
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Using an array of advocacy strategies
* Monitor conditions in state facilities

- Conduct abuse and neglect investigations

* Provide training, consultation, and guidance

« Conduct outreach and rights training

* Provide short-term assistance

* Provide individual and group legal representation

« Collaborate and partner with advocacy groups on task forces, legislative
committees, and other groups

* Promote self-advocacy
« Conduct legislative advocacy by providing information to policy makers.
* Provide information and referrals
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[1l. What kinds of services does
Disability Rights Maryland provide?
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Examples of Services: Developmental Disabilities Unit

*Advocate to prevent institutionalization of persons with
disabilities consistent with their desires.

* Advocate for systems that ensure people receive
services in the most integrated settings, which support
their full inclusion in our communities.

*lnvestigate incidents of abuse, neglect, exploitation
and/or death, including people who are victims of crime,
in order to prowde remedy or prevent such incidents,
and to improve service delivery and oversight.

*Advance the rights of people to make their own
decisions and lead lives of their own choosing.
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Examples of Major Accomplishments Impacting People
with I/DD

Settlement agreement in 1994 to obtain comprehensive

quality assurance system for developmental disabilities
services

Cessation of prone restraint in DDA services

Improved due process for DDA’s Medicaid waiver
participants

Closure of state institutions, including Rosewood
*Access to cochlear implants through Maryland Medicaid
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Examples of Services: Education Unit

- Advocate to eliminate systemic barriers that prevent students with
disabilities from being educated in the least restrictive environment.

* Protect the rights of students with disabilities who are subjected to
inappropriate school exclusion, restraint, seclusion, other forms of
discipline, and the use of arrests for school-related behavior; and
advocate for the use of positive behavior interventions and evidence-

based alternatives.

« Advocate to eliminate barriers that prevent students with disabilities
from graduating with a high school diploma.

* Provide training and technical assistance and disseminate information
on special education and school discipline rights and advocacy skills to
families, other advocates and professionals.

« Continue DRM’s pro bono referral program for indigent families needing
access to representation by trained attorneys in special education
cases.
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Other examples of our services

Advocate for limited use of segregation or cell confinement for
incarcerated persons with psychiatric disabilities.

Educate individuals with disabilities and those working on their
behalf about accessing to community-based Medicaid services,
including rights upon denial, termination, or reduction of
services.

Advocate for assistive technology devices or services that
provide effective communication.

Advocate for increased accessible and affordable housing for
people with disabilities.

lncrease access to the electoral process and polling places.

*Provide individual consultation and legal representation to
Social Security beneficiaries regarding employment barriers.
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I1l. Advocacy During theCOVID-19 pandemic
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Advocacy During the COVID-19 Pandemic

Advocated for the state to take action to ensure that
visitor and reasonable accommodation policies were
adopted by hospitals and health care facilities across
the state allowing disability support persons to be with
a patient with disabilities during the pandemic.

*As a result the Maryland Department of Health and the

Department of Disabilities issued directives and
guidance documents, available here.
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Advocacy During the COVID-19 Pandemic

Advocated to ensure any crisis standards of care
policy recognized in Maryland does not discriminate
against people with disabilities.

Worked with Coalition partners, to ensure people with
disabilities were prioritized in the first phases of
vaccination, resulting in people with |/DD being
prioritized in Phase 1B. See here for more information.
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Advocacy During the COVID-19 Pandemic

Filed a federal lawsuit, alongside The Arc of the
United States, and Brown & Barron, LLC on behalf of
The Arc Maryland when six Maryland jurisdictions
failed to identify and allow people with I/DD to access
the COVID-19 vaccine.

*Hold regular “Live Q&A Sessions” to help parents and
families understand their children’s rights to special
education services amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

See here.
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V. Questions?
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