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Why Plan?

Don’t stop, thinking about tomorrow, Don’t Stop, it’ll 
soon be here…
- Christine McVie (1943- )

The future depends on what we do in the present…
– Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948) 

Money is better than poverty, if only for financial 
reasons…
– Woody Allen (1935 - )



What are we planning for?

It Depends…
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The Only Constant in Time is Change
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Integrate Relevant Issues
• Residential Options
• Government 

Programs
• Supplemental Needs
• Trust Management
• Letter of Intent



Planning Steps

üPrepare/Review Base Legal Documents
üPrepare a Letter of Intent
üIdentify Primary Issues and Concerns – a multi-faceted exercise
üIssues and Concerns become the core of your vision and your goals
üDetermine Costs
üIdentify Available Resources to Address the Costs
üPerhaps Establish a Special Needs Trust
üAddress the Issue of Guardianship
üHold a Family Meeting
üPeriodically review the plan 



Why Plan?
A plan better enables you to:

• meet your needs
• reach your goals
• realize your dreams

A plan will get you closer to a peace of mind that you 
have done all you can to plan for the needs of your 
special needs family member.
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