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MCPS Partnership with PCR
● The MCPS Transition Services Unit is pleased to continue 

our collaboration with Potomac Community Resources 
(PCR) to provide an enhanced Transition Times and 
Transition Information for Parents & Students (TIPS) 
program for transitioning youth, their families and 
caregivers

● Coming up on Tuesday, February 3, 2026: Guardianship 
& Supported Decision Making,  Zoom Registration Link

● Copies of our flyers can be accessed using these links: 
English & Spanish. Other languages are available by 
request

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IBuX9GtUTsKOTSAK3oBURw
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BRdE_4v3rPxjtYxaenxhjPlg71DwMLSr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mz-nS90LpoQ8v-1vRvK5LiVjWLK81vb/view?usp=sharing
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Interpretation Services
Interpretation Services in Spanish
● At the bottom of your screen, please select the 

Interpretation Icon
● Select the language
● Mute your original audio
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To Maximize this Virtual Experience
Please:
● Turn off your camera and Mute microphones
● Select Speaker View
● Please put questions in the chat
● Questions should be general
● Questions will be answered at the end of the 

presentation
● Closed captioning is also available - please click the 

icon at the bottom of your screen



         

          Montgomery County Department of Police 
 Autism/IDD (Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities), 

Alzheimer’s/Dementia Outreach Unit 

     

 Officer Laurie Reyes  
Laurie.Reyes@montgomerycountymd.gov

(c)240855-1605
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY POLICE
AUTISM/IDD, ALZHEIMER’S, DEMENTIA 

UNIT
        
     Outreach/ACTION  
     Empowerment
     Follow Up
     Education 
     Response

     Began in 2005 in response to 
the increasing calls for "missing 
at risk" persons.  Now provides 
outreach beyond that to 
include all calls in the 
Autism/IDD community.



 
What are we doing to create a safe and 

supportive community for those who 
have Autism/IDD (Intellectual and 

Developmental Disabilities, 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia?



Officer 
Training

Recent 
Concerns

 
         
   

►ALL INCOMING RECRUITS
►CIT OFFICERS
►ESU OFFICERS 
►MONTGOMERY COUNTY SINCE 2010
►USE OF SELF ADVOCATES 

►***WE CONTINUOUSLY ADDRESS NEW 
CHALLENGES AND CONCERNS IN THE 
AUTISM/IDD, ALZHEIMER’S, DEMENTIA 
COMMUNITIES. 

►-INCREASE IN AGE AND PREVALENCE      
►-CHANGES WITH HEALTH CARE COVERAGE/CARE
►-CO-OCCURRING CONDITIONS



        
Community 
Partnerships

Pathfinders For Autism
Autism Speaks
Down Syndrome Network, Montgomery 
County
National Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children
APS /CPS
Department of Aging and Disability
Montgomery County Public Schools
Montgomery County Fire Rescue
Department of Justice



                
Events/Outreach

Public Safety Days

200 Plus community 
presentations

Follow ups 600 as of 
September 1st 2025



               MCPD OUTREACH/ INITIATIVES…

MCPS/private school presentations

Mock Traffic Stop Class

Follow-Up Contacts 

Continual partnering with community agencies, MCPS

MCPD was the first agency to make the position of 
Autism/IDD Unit officer official.

MCPS/MCPD liaison for students, staff, caregivers

   



         Wandering and 
Elopement Prevention and 
Response
►DOOR ALARMS/CAMERA ALARM
►INFORM NEIGHBORS
►IDENTIFICATION BRACELET
►OTHER STRUCTURAL BARRIERS, FENCES
►TRACKING TECHNOLOGIES ??

PREPARE A 911 SCRIPT, WHAT IS IMPORTANT FOR 
RESPONDERS TO KNOW?
►INTRODUCTION TO POLICE OFFICERS
►SOCIAL STORIES, CONVERSATIONS
►SCHOOL 



            Elopement/Wandering Response
Don’t wait to call 911, stay calm and call.

Be prepared to provide a full physical description to include clothing, tracking 
devices and other descriptors. 

Consider preparing a 911 script ahead of time
Where may they go, possible interests, recent trips or places mentioned
Be as open as possible as it relates to navigating the community alone. Use 
examples of challenges rather than a broad, one word description of abilities.   
Be as descriptive as possible.  Will they look both ways crossing the street, will 
they ask for help, etc.  
Make sure ALL who may call are aware of what to say to responding officers, 
this includes support staff, school staff, and relatives.  
Make sure that if the loved one is missing that you are also contacted 
immediately  



   Wandering/Elopement Response 

Make sure someone stays at home or place the person is last seen.

You will share even more with the responding officers than you may have shared with the 911 
call taker.  

Have a picture ready to provide, clothing description, time last seen.  Be completely open, 
provide the exact amount of time that the person/child has been missing.  Again, make sure 
ALL who care for the loved one know to do the same.  

In plain language and with examples, provide the challenges the person may have navigating 
alone in the community, from immediate dangers to continued dangers.  Crossing the street, 
access to public transportation, familiarity with the area, etc.



MCPD Autism/IDD Unit 
Elopement/Wandering Specific Outreach

HOME VISIT – MEET AND GREET TO DISCUSS SPECIFIC CONCERNS
FOLLOW UP DISCUSSION WITH FAMILY
REFERRAL TO ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
COMMUNITY EVENTS 
SAFETY KIT DROP OFF
COORDINATION WITH MCPS, CARE PROVIDERS, INDIVIDUALS

WE DO OUR BEST TO FOLLOW UP ON ALL CALLS INVOLVING THOSE WHO HAVE WANDERED 
OR THOSE WHO MAY HAVE BEEN IN CRISIS.  



NEVER UNDERESTIMATE…



             Tracking Technology
WHY TRACKING TECHNOLOGY IS THE LAST STEP IN SAFETY???



    
Impact/Importance of the unit 
"Follow-Up" after a call involving a missing 
at risk person.

600 2023
700 2024
578 as of Sept 1st, 2025 
The follow up consists of resource coordination, overview of 
possible safety measures, phone call or home visit.  
This is usually not a "one and done", we stay in contact with families, 
some for many years navigating wandering.  



             Tracking Technology
WHY TRACKING TECHNOLOGY IS THE LAST STEP IN SAFETY???



Self Disclosure
Presentations to those who have Autism/IDD

ID BRACELETS…
WEIGHING SAFETY VS INDEPDENCE

Why should I have my loved one get used
to showing an officer their  ID bracelet?

There may be “BUMPS” 
on the road to 
Independence, our job is 
to make the bumps navigable. 



MCPD Wandering Prevention
Safety Kit/Safety Shirts
These shirts are ONLY designed 
for those that Can Not Speak 
for themselves and are at 
immediate risk should they 
wander or elope

Kit Contents...
Window Clings, ID Bracelet, 
Program brochure,
MCPD Sensory toy, stop sign, 
coordinators contact info





 

Laurie.Reyes@montgomerycountymd.gov
(240)855-1605

Amy.Stoughton@montgomerycountymd.gov

Autism/IDD (Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities), Alzheimer's and 
Dementia Outreach Program 

***WE TRY TO MAKE OURSELVES AS AVAILABLE AS 
POSSIBLE.  IF YOU EMAIL OR TEXT, AGAIN, WE DO 
OUR BEST TO ANSWER AS SOON AS WE CAN.  
HOWEVER, IF YOUR LOVED ONE IS MISSING OR IN 
CRISIS, CALL 911 IMMEDIATELY***

mailto:Laurie.Reyes@montgomerycountymd.gov
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/pol/howdoI/autism-alzheimer-outreach.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/pol/howdoI/autism-alzheimer-outreach.html

